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The 1st Pre-University Course (PUC) in Karnataka marks a pivotal transition for students opting for classical 

languages, with Sanskrit standing as a primary choice for those seeking both linguistic depth and academic scoring 

potential. The School Education Department (Pre-University) has meticulously structured the syllabus to 

balance Vedic literature, classical poetry, and advanced grammar. Central to this curriculum is the textbook titled 

'Shevadhi' and its companion workbook, 'Abhyaspustakam'. This article provides an exhaustive technical

analysis of the 1st PUC Sanskrit framework, examination blueprints, and pedagogical strategies required for

mastery.

Theoretical Framework of the Shevadhi Curriculum

The term 'Shevadhi' literally translates to 'treasure' or 'receptacle of wealth,' signifying the rich heritage contained 

within the Sanskrit language. The 1st PUC syllabus is not merely a linguistic exercise but a bridge between Vaidika 

(Vedic) and Laukika(Classical) Sanskrit. The curriculum designers have integrated texts from the Upanishads,

Hitopadesha, and various Mahakavyas to provide a holistic view of Indian ethics, philosophy, and linguistics.

Core Objectives of the 1st PUC Sanskrit Pedagogy

•  Linguistic Competence: Developing the ability to decode complex Sandhis (euphonic combinations) and 

Samasas (compound words) inherent in classical texts.

•  Analytical Interpretation: Moving beyond rote translation to understand the Anvaya (logical prose order) of 

Shlokas.

•  Ethical Alignment: Utilizing subhashitas and Puranic stories to instill values while improving vocabulary.

•  Grammatical Precision: Mastering the Karaka system (case-endings) and Lakaaras (verb tenses/moods) to 

ensure structural accuracy in writing.

In-Depth Analysis of Chapter 1: Dve Vidye Veditavye

The first chapter, 'Dve Vidye Veditavye' , serves as the cornerstone of the 1st PUC Sanskrit textbook. Derived from 

the Mundaka Upanishad, this lesson introduces students to the fundamental Vedic classification of knowledge.

Technical Breakdown of Para and Apara Vidya

The text distinguishes between two types of knowledge, a concept that is critical for both the theoretical

understanding of the syllabus and examination questions:



Category Source/Scope Technical Definition Objective

Apara Vidya Four Vedas, Vedangas 
(Shiksha, Kalpa, 
Vyakarana, etc.)

Lower/Empirical Knowledge Mastery of the material 
world and rituals.

Para Vidya Upanishads / Self-
Realization

Higher/Transcendental 
Knowledge

Understanding the Akshara 
(Imperishable Brahman).

From a linguistic perspective, this chapter challenges students with Vedic Sanskrit nuances that differ slightly from 

the classical Paninian grammar taught in later chapters. Students must focus on the Pratyayas (suffixes) and the 

unique usage of Atmanepada verbs found in Upanishadic verses.

Technical Analysis of the 2023-24 Examination Blueprint

The Department of Pre-University Education (PUE) has modernized the assessment pattern for the 2023-24 

academic year. The blueprint is designed to test Knowledge, Understanding, Expression, and Skill. The total

marks are typically divided between the theory paper (80 marks) and internal assessments (20 marks), though the

core focus remains the mastery of the 80-mark written component.

Weightage to Objectives

The model question paper is structured based on specific cognitive domains:

•  Knowledge (20%): Testing the recall of vocabulary, author names, and basic definitions.

•  Understanding (30%): Requiring translation of passages and explanation of context (Sandarbha).

•  Expression (40%): Involving essay writing, letter writing, and detailed answers in Sanskrit or the medium of 

instruction (Kannada/English).

•  Skill (10%): Testing the ability to identify grammatical forms and correct sentence structures.

Question Paper Structural Matrix



Section Question Type Marks Allotted Focus Area

Section A Multiple Choice (MCQ) & 
Fillers

10-15 Marks Vocabulary, Author Info

Section B Short Answers (One 
Sentence)

10 Marks Textual Comprehension

Section C Translation & Reference to 
Context

20 Marks Prose and Poetry Analysis

Section D Long Answers/Essays 15 Marks Thematic Depth

Section E Grammar (Vyakaranamsa) 20 Marks Sandhi, Samasa, Prayoga

Linguistic Mechanics: The Grammar (Vyakarana) Framework

Grammar in the 1st PUC Sanskrit syllabus is not taught in isolation but is integrated with the lessons. The 

Abhyaspustakam(Workbook) is the primary tool for mastering these mechanics. The following are the core

components analyzed in the technical study data:

1. Sandhi Prakaranam

Students must master the rules of joining and splitting words. This is foundational for the Vichheda (splitting) 

questions in the exam. Key focus areas include:Svara Sandhi: Savarna Dirgha, Guna, Vriddhi, Yan, and Ayadi.

Vyanjana Sandhi: Schutva, Stutva, and Jashatva.Visarga Sandhi: Satva, Utva, and Repha.

2. Karaka and Vibhakti

Understanding the relationship between nouns and verbs is essential. The syllabus emphasizes the Upapada 

Vibhaktis—special rules where certain words dictate specific cases (e.g., the use of Sah with Tritiya Vibhakti).

3. Kridanta and Taddhita

The use of primary (Kridanta) and secondary (Taddhita) suffixes allows for the transformation of roots into nouns 

and adjectives. Key suffixes studied include Ktva, Lyap, Tumun,  and Tavatu.

Step-by-Step Procedure for Textual Analysis

To achieve high marks and technical proficiency, students are encouraged to follow a systematic workflow when

approaching a new Shloka or Prose passage:

1.  Padachheda: Break down the compound words into their constituent parts using Sandhi rules.

2.  Padaparichaya: Identify the grammatical category of each word (e.g., Noun, Verb, Avyaya) and its properties 

(Linga, Vibhakti, Vachana for nouns; Lakara, Purusha, Vachana for verbs).

3.  Anvaya: Reorder the words into a logical subject-object-verb sequence (S-O-V) to facilitate easy translation.

4.  Bhava: Extract the underlying philosophical or contextual meaning, ensuring it aligns with the Sandarbha 

(context).

Comparative Evaluation: Study Materials and Resources

Students often struggle to choose between various study aids. The following table compares the primary resources



available for 1st PUC Sanskrit:



Resource Name Primary Strength Technical Depth Best For

Government Textbook 
(Shevadhi)

Official Source, Authentic 
Content

High (Theory) Core Reading & 
Conceptual Clarity

Abhyaspustakam 
(Workbook)

Practical Exercises, 
Grammar focus

High (Practice) Internalizing Grammar 
Rules

Model Question Papers Exam Pattern Familiarity Moderate Final Revision & Time 
Management

Private Guides (e.g., 
Jeevith, MCC)

Summary in English/
Kannada

Low to Moderate Quick Understanding for 
Non-Native Speakers

Case Study: Addressing Common Errors in Sanskrit Examination

Based on technical feedback from evaluators, several recurring failure modes have been identified among 1st PUC

students. Understanding these is vital for troubleshooting performance issues.

Failure Mode 1: Misidentification of Lakara

Students frequently confuse Lat Lakara (Present Tense) with Lrt Lakara (Future Tense) due to similar phonetics in 

certain roots. Solution: Memorize the 'sya' marker in Lrt (e.g., Patishyati vs. Pathati).

Failure Mode 2: Incorrect Anvaya Construction

When translating Shlokas, students often provide a word-for-word literal translation that lacks grammatical 

coherence. Solution: Practice identifying the Kriya(verb) first, then ask 'Who?' (Karta) and 'What?' (Karma) to build

the prose order.

Failure Mode 3: Gender Mismatch in Visheshana-Visheshya

In Sanskrit, the adjective (Visheshana) must match the noun (Visheshya) in gender, number, and case. This is a 

frequent area of marks deduction. Solution: Constant drill of Shabdarupa tables (Deva, Kavi, Bhanu, etc.).

Instructional Design for Educators

For teachers and lecturers, the delivery of the 1st PUC Sanskrit syllabus should follow an Integrated Linguistic 

Approach. Rather than teaching grammar as a separate unit, it should be extracted from the chapters. For 

instance, while teaching the lesson 'Dve Vidye Veditavye' , the teacher should highlight the Lut Lakaraforms found

in the Upanishadic text to provide real-world context to grammatical rules.

Use of Multimedia and Digital Aids

The inclusion of audio-visual aids, such as recordings of Shloka recitations with correct Uchcharana 

(pronunciation), significantly enhances the student's ability to retain vocabulary. Digital resources from the 

Karnataka School Education Departmentprovide PDF versions of the workbook which can be used for

interactive classroom sessions.

The Future Implications of Sanskrit Studies

Mastery of the 1st PUC Sanskrit syllabus serves as a prerequisite for advanced studies in linguistics, Ayurveda, 

Yoga, and Indian Philosophy. From a technical standpoint, the structural rigidity of Sanskrit grammar provides a 



mental framework similar to computer programming, enhancing logical thinking and computational linguistics skills. 

As the NEP 2020continues to emphasize the promotion of classical languages, students proficient in the Shevadhi

curriculum find themselves at a distinct advantage in both academic and cultural spheres.

By systematically engaging with the Shevadhi textbook and the Abhyaspustakam, and by adhering to the

structured blueprint provided by the Karnataka PUE Board, students can transcend the perception of Sanskrit as a

difficult language. Instead, it becomes an accessible, highly logical, and deeply rewarding subject that bridges the

gap between ancient wisdom and modern academic excellence.
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