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The Boeing 737 Next Generation (NG) family, comprising the -600, -700, -800, and -900 series, represents one of 

the most successful evolutions in narrow-body commercial aviation. For maintenance professionals, engineers, and 

flight crews, navigating the immense complexity of these aircraft requires more than just a general understanding; it 

demands a rigorous mastery of the Component Locator Guide (CLG) and the Maintenance Planning 

Document (MPD). This article provides an in-depth technical examination of the 737NG systems, physical

component distribution, and the procedural methodologies required to maintain airworthiness and operational

efficiency.

Fundamental Architecture of the 737NG Component Locator

The Boeing 737 Component Locator Guide serves as the primary spatial reference for aircraft maintenance. 

Unlike standard operations manuals, the CLG is designed to bridge the gap between the Aircraft Maintenance 

Manual (AMM) and the physical reality of the airframe. It utilizes a three-dimensional coordinate system—Station 

(STA), Water Line (WL), and Buttock Line (BL)—to precisely identify the location of thousands of components, from 

the Passenger Service Units (PSU) to the Flight Control Computers (FCC).

The Role of Color-Coding and Visual Indexing

Modern 737NG documentation employs sophisticated color-coding to streamline troubleshooting. These guides are 

structured to allow technicians to quickly move from a system fault (indicated by the Onboard Maintenance 

Systemor flight deck indicators) to the specific physical valve, actuator, or sensor. This visual indexing is critical in

high-pressure AOG (Aircraft on Ground) scenarios where downtime must be minimized. The guide typically breaks

down the aircraft into primary zones:

•  Zone 100: Lower half of the fuselage.

•  Zone 200: Upper half of the fuselage.

•  Zone 300: Empennage (Horizontal and Vertical Stabilizers).

•  Zone 400: Powerplant and Nacelles.

•  Zone 500/600: Left and Right Wings.

•  Zone 700: Landing Gear and Wheel Wells.

ATA Chapter 23: Communications Systems Engineering

The communication suite of the 737NG is a multi-layered infrastructure designed for redundancy and global reach. 

It includes Very High Frequency (VHF), High Frequency (HF), and Satellite Communication (SATCOM) 

capabilities. The core components of these systems are typically housed in the Electronic Equipment (E&amp;E) 

Bay, located beneath the flight deck floor.

Technical Breakdown of Communication Components

The primary VHF communication system consists of three independent transceivers. VHF-1 is usually dedicated to 



primary ATC communications, VHF-2 for secondary or data link (ACARS), and VHF-3 for additional data or voice. 

The physical location of the antennas is a critical engineering consideration to prevent Electromagnetic 

Interference (EMI). The VHF-1 antenna is located on the upper fuselage for optimal line-of-sight during high-

altitude cruise, while the VHF-2 antenna is often on the lower fuselage for better ground-link connectivity during

taxiing.

Selective Calling (SELCAL) and CVR Integration

The Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) is a critical safety component located in the aft pressure bulkhead area (Zone 

300) to maximize survivability in the event of an impact. The SELCAL system allows ground stations to alert the 

flight crew of an incoming message without the crew needing to monitor the radio frequency continuously. This 

integration is managed through the Remote Electronics Unit (REU), which acts as the hub for all audio signals

within the cockpit.

Pneumatic Systems and Flow Control Mechanisms

The 737NG relies on high-pressure air bled from the 5th and 9th stages of the CFM56-7B engines. This pneumatic 

air is used for anti-icing, engine starting, and environmental control (Air Conditioning). The Component Locatoris

essential here, as the pneumatic system involves a complex network of ducts, check valves, and regulators

distributed throughout the wings and fuselage.

Valve and Ducting Dynamics

The High Stage Valve (HSV) and the Pressure Regulating and Shut Off Valve (PRSOV) are the primary control 

points. These valves must maintain a precise pressure range (typically between 38 and 42 psi) to ensure the Air 

Conditioning Packsfunction efficiently. If the 9th-stage bleed is active, the air must pass through a precooler,

which uses fan air to reduce the temperature before it enters the primary manifold.



Component Location (Zone) Primary Function Critical Maintenance 
Metric

Bleed Air Precooler 400 (Pylon) Temperature Reduction Fouling/Cleaning Interval

PRSOV 400 (Engine) Pressure Regulation Seal Integrity/Leakage

Mixing Manifold 100 (Forward of Wing) Air Temperature Blending Contamination Levels

Check Valves Various One-way flow prevention Cracking Pressure

Hydraulic and Landing Gear Systems Analysis

The 737NG features three hydraulic systems: System A, System B, and the Standby System. Each operates at a 

nominal pressure of 3,000 psi. The physical location of the hydraulic components is strategically divided to ensure

that a localized failure or structural damage does not result in the total loss of flight control.

Main Landing Gear (MLG) and Side Force Physics

As noted in flight training manuals, the MLG is located under the wing/body fairing structure. A critical technical 

detail in 737NG operations is the behavior of the aircraft during crosswind landings. When reverse thrust is applied, 

the reverse thrust side force component interacts with the crosswind component. This requires specific pilot 

input to maintain directional control, particularly on contaminated runways. From a maintenance perspective, the 

alignment of the MLG and the health of the shimmy dampersare vital to prevent vibration-induced structural

fatigue.

Nitrogen Maintenance in High-Pressure Systems

Maintenance of the 737NG involves strict adherence to nitrogen levels in several systems. Nitrogen is used in tires 

to prevent oxidation and minimize the risk of fire, as well as in the Hydraulic Accumulators and Landing Gear 

Struts. The use of dry nitrogen is mandatory because oxygen or moisture can lead to internal corrosion and

unpredictable pressure fluctuations under temperature extremes.

Flight Deck Instrumentation and Security

The 737NG flight deck is a transition between traditional analog gauges and modern glass cockpits. It features six 

Common Display Units (CDU) that provide flight data through the Display Electronics Units (DEU). The Flight 

Deck Security Dooris another critical component, featuring an automated locking mechanism and a keypad

access system, ensuring compliance with post-9/11 security standards.

Primary Flight Indicators and Location

Within the cockpit, there are five primary indicators often noticed by passengers or entry-level technicians at the 

front of the cabin. These include status lights for the APU (Auxiliary Power Unit), emergency exit locks, and cabin 

pressure warnings. Internally, the pilots monitor the PFD (Primary Flight Display) and ND (Navigation Display), 

which receive data from the ADIRU (Air Data Inertial Reference Unit).

Mathematical Model for Center of Gravity (CG) Calculation

Maintenance and ground ops must calculate the CG to ensure the aircraft remains within its flight envelope. The

formula used is:



CG (% MAC) = [(Distance from Datum to CG - Distance from Datum to LEMAC) / MAC] * 100

Where MAC is the Mean Aerodynamic Chord and LEMAC is the Leading Edge of the MAC. Understanding the 

location of heavy components like the Integrated Drive Generators (IDG) and Hydraulic Pumpsis essential

when performing weight and balance changes during equipment upgrades.

Operational Comparison: 737-700 vs. 737-800

While sharing a common type rating, the variants of the NG series have distinct differences in component

distribution and performance metrics. The 737-800, being longer, has different evacuation slide locations and

additional structural reinforcement in the mid-fuselage.



Feature Boeing 737-700 Boeing 737-800

Maximum Takeoff Weight (MTOW) 154,500 lbs 174,200 lbs

Standard Seating 126 - 149 162 - 189

Emergency Exits (Overwing) 2 (One per side) 4 (Two per side)

Engine Thrust (CFM56-7B) 22,000 - 24,000 lbf 24,000 - 27,000 lbf

Field Guide: Troubleshooting Pneumatic System Faults

When a "BLEED TRIP OFF" light illuminates on the P5 overhead panel, technicians must follow a systematic 

isolation procedure. This is where the Component Locator Guide is indispensable.

1.  Verification: Confirm if the fault is a "Trip" (over-temperature/over-pressure) or a sensor failure.

2.  Physical Inspection: Locate the Precooler Control Valve and the Fan Air Modulating Valve using the CLG 

coordinate system.

3.  Testing: Perform a continuity check on the 450-degree F temperature switch.

4.  Rectification: Replace the faulty sensor or clear the precooler of debris.

5.  Validation: Run the engine at ground idle and monitor the bleed pressure on the pneumatic panel to ensure it 

stabilizes within the 35-45 psi range.

Case Study: Hydraulic System B Leakage in the Main Wheel Well

A common maintenance challenge involves hydraulic leaks in the wheel well, a high-density component area. 

System B is responsible for the Autobrakes and Aileron/Elevator redundancy. If a leak is detected, the technician 

must locate the System B Engine Driven Pump (EDP) shut-off valve. Using the CLG, the technician identifies the 

specific line routing near the Keel Beam. In many cases, the culprit is the B-system accumulator seal. By 

following the Boeing Equipment Catalogue, the exact part number for the O-ring can be cross-referenced,

ensuring that only certified aviation-grade materials are used for the repair.

Data Management and Equipment Codes

In the global aviation ecosystem, 737NG aircraft are identified by various codes for logistics and air traffic control. 

The IATA Aircraft Codes (e.g., 73H for the -800 with winglets) and ICAO Codes (e.g., B738) are used to 

determine ground handling requirements and runway compatibility. The equipment catalogue provides a granular 

look at the "pieces" that make up a 737. While a common estimate suggests there are roughly 367,000 individual 

parts in a 737NG, the Illustrated Parts Catalog (IPC)manages these through a hierarchical numbering system

based on the ATA chapters.

Advanced Maintenance Tips for Longevity

To maximize the lifecycle of 737NG components, operators should focus on the following technical

recommendations:

•  Nitrogen Purity: Ensure nitrogen used in servicing is at least 99.5% pure to prevent moisture buildup in the 

high-temperature environment of the wheel well.

•  Corrosion Control: Regularly inspect the Bilge areas (Zone 100) where condensation collects, as this is a 



prime location for structural corrosion.

•  Ducting Integrity: Check the V-band clamps on pneumatic ducts for signs of heat-induced discoloration, which 

indicates a minor leak before it becomes a major failure.

The Boeing 737NG remains a marvel of mid-range aerospace engineering. Its reliability is not merely a product of 

its design, but a result of the rigorous documentation and maintenance frameworks that support it. The 

Component Locator Guide, combined with deep technical knowledge of systems like the CFM56-7B engines, the

digital avionics suite, and the high-pressure hydraulics, allows this aircraft to maintain an industry-leading dispatch

reliability rate. As the aviation industry transitions toward newer models like the 737 MAX, the technical foundations

established by the NG series continue to serve as the gold standard for maintenance excellence and operational

safety. Understanding the physical location and functional interaction of every valve, duct, and indicator is the

hallmark of a world-class aviation technician, ensuring that every flight is supported by precision engineering and

meticulous care.
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